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Workforce Methods

• Obtain licensure data from respective boards
• Yearly, after licensure deadline

• Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure (KBML)
• Kentucky Board of Nursing (KBN)
• Kentucky Board of Dentistry (KBD)
• Other workforce as needed

Workforce Methods

• Cleaning licensure data
• Duplicates are removed
• Rural/Urban designations from HRSA
• Licensure age is based on year licensure was obtained 

subtracted from year of licensure record
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Physicians and Primary Care 
Physicians (PCPs)

Physicians and PCPs

Physicians and PCPs
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Physicians and PCPs

• Most physicians practicing in Kentucky have been licensed between 11 and 20 
years (26.8%).

• Almost a third of Kentucky physicians have been licensed between 31 and 50+ 
years (32.3%).

• Only 17.1% of Kentucky physicians have been licensed for 10 years or less.

Physicians and PCPs

Physicians and PCPs
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Physicians and PCPs

Neuro as Specialty

• Neurological surgery (25%)
• Neurology (67%)
• Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine (3%)
• Neuropathology (2%)
• Neuroradiology (3%)

• 13% rural vs 87% urban

Registered Nurses (RNs) and 
Advanced Practice Registered 

Nurses (APRNs)
• 2023

• 69,102 RNs
• 2,403 APRNs
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Advanced Practice Registered 
Nurses (APRNs)

• Work setting
• 44.1% work in office clinic
• 27.1% hospital inpatient
• 10.2% ambulating care

• Population Foci
• 64.9% family medicine
• 12.1% anesthetist
• 5.4% family psych/ mental health

Registered Nurses (RNs) and 
Advanced Practice Registered 

Nurses (APRNs)
APRNRN

38%38%Rural (%)

62%62%Urban (%)

26%24%Appalachian (%)

10%11%Delta (%)

Dentists

• 2,546 dentists practicing in Kentucky. 
• The majority of dentists are located within urban 

counties. 
• Most counties with dentist provider shortages are in 

rural counties.
• Five Kentucky counties have no practicing dentists (Ballard, 

Edmonson, Fulton, Jackson, and Robertson). All five 
counties are rural, excluding Edmonson. 
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Dentists

134 Kentucky dentists reported practicing in multiple counties; one 
dentist reported practicing in nine counties. 

Dentists

• Number of 
counties within 
geographical 
designations 
with dentist 
shortage. 

Dentists

• 75 of 120 Kentucky counties (63%) have between one and 10 dentists. 
• 41% of all Kentucky dentists practice in Fayette County (16%) and in 

Jefferson County (25%). 
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U.S. BUREAU 
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What Community Health 
Workers Do

• Community health workers 
provide services such as basic 
health screenings.

• Community health workers 
promote wellness by helping 
people adopt healthy 
behaviors. 

• They implement programs and 
advocate for people who may 
have limited access to health 
resources and social services.

https://www.bls.gov/

•Coordinate care among individuals, 
communities, and health and social service 
systems
•Conduct outreach, such as through home 
visits
•Provide culturally appropriate health and 
informational resources
•Oversee case management and resource 
access
•Advocate for individuals and communities 
regarding housing, food security, and other 
needs
•Provide coaching and social support, such as 
nutrition training, recovery services for mental 
health and substance use disorders, and 
chronic disease management and prevention
•Provide services, such as basic health 
screenings and first aid
•Increase individual and community 
participation in assessments and education to 
improve health and well-being

Community health workers work 
closely with other healthcare and 
social service providers, 
including registered 
nurses, social workers, 
and substance abuse, behavioral 
disorder, and mental health 
counselors.

U.S. BUREAU 
OF LABOR 
STATISTICS

Community health workers may provide services 
such as basic health screenings

Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Outlook Handbook, Community Health Workers,
at https://www.bls.gov/ooh/community-and-social-service/community-health-workers.htm (visited October 15, 
2023).
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